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nominating Blair after the publication of his letter, the
Democrats are committed to his views, if there be anything
in partyism. Throughout the whole proceedings prelim-
inary to and attending this convention to its close, there
has been, on the part of the New York politicians, a selfish-
ness that has narrowed their vision and a want of sagacity
and enlarged and comprehensive views that is surprising.
The end has not yet been reached. They have put in
jeopardy an election which they might have made certain.

When President Johnson refused to adopt the plans and
schemes of the Radicals to exclude the Southern States
from Congress and to impose upon them constitutions,
laws, and governments by Federal authority, he caused
a rupture of the Republican Party which, had he been
cordially seconded by the Democrats, would have insured
the defeat of the Radicals, for the better portion of the
Republicans concurred with him and the Democrats.
His course was so correct on the subject of Reconstruction,
the rights of the States, and kindred measures that the
Democrats were generally disposed to sustain him and
identify themselves with his Administration, but the man-
aging Tammany men of New York, apprehensive that
this might affect the organization and discipline of Tam-
many, while they encouraged and supported the Presid-
ent's policy, were careful not to identify themselves with
and indorse the President himself, to whom they and the
country were so much indebted* Confident that the senti-
ment of the country was against the Radical usurpations,
and glad to avail themselves of that sentiment, they feared
that the President, who boldly fought those intrigues, a
man whom they did not elect, might become popular;
they were distant, cold, reserved towards him.

Most of the Democratic managers had been opposed
to the War and War measures, had opposed the election
and reelection of Lincoln and Johnson, had sympathized
with the Secessionists, and, in their national convention,
declared the War a failure. Their unpatriotic and dis-